
Vista Del Lago High School Course Policies
AP Statistics Fall 2022

Course Introduction: The goal of this class is to get students to think about what data really means, to be
able to look at sets of numbers and find associations, patterns and make predictions using the techniques
taught in this course. This course will require much more critical reading and clear writing than
previous math classes.

Text: The Practice of Statistics, 6th Edition; Starnes and Tabor.
Students will be held financially responsible for lost or damaged textbooks.

Materials: In addition to the text, many supplementary materials will be used in this course.
These are my recommendations:
● 3-ring binder to maintain organization.
● Graphing Calculator:  We will use graphing calculators almost every day!  The classroom has

a small class set of TI-84 Plus CE calculators that you are free to use in class and during the
AP Exam in May, however you may not bring them home with you.  If you are planning to get
your own graphing calculator, I strongly recommend the TI-84 (any version).  It is very user
friendly, and does everything we need for this course, and more.
○ The TI-81 and TI-83 work on the same platform and will be absolutely fine for this course

as well.  If you have a TI-89 be sure to keep (or find) your user manual to help figure out
your pull down menus.  We have found that older edition calculators sometimes are
missing certain convenience features, but they still do all the functions we require.

○ The TI-Nspire calculator is also a good choice, but your teacher does not know how to use it well
enough to help you with anything on it.

○ IMPORTANT:  You may use any calculator in this class and on the AP Exam as long as it does
NOT have a QWERTY keyboard on it.  Make sure the letter keys are in alphabetical order, not the
QWERTY order.

○ The Vista Library has a small amount of graphing calculators that students can check out at the
beginning of the year and keep until May.  These are treated like a textbook and students will be
charged if they lose or damage them.

● Since our AP Stats class is in the Fall, and the AP Test is in May, you might consider spending about $20
for a review guide to use in the Spring as you prepare for the exam.  I recommend one of the following
three:
○ 5 Steps To a 5 - AP Statistics
○ Barron’s AP Statistics
○ Strive for a 5 - BFW Publishers (This one is made in conjunction with our textbook)

Your Grade: The total grade breakdown will be approximately:
25% - Formative (Homework, AP Prompts, classroom activities, and some projects)
75% - Summative (Unit Tests, some projects, and the end of term Final)

Grading policy: The grading scale (based on the percentage of points earned) will be as follows: 
A (90-100%) B (80-89%) C (70-79%) D (60 – 69%) F (0-59%)



AP Statistics will be comprised of the following components:

(1) Reading the Textbook:  This is a college level course and reading your text is an expectation; fortunately
your stats book is very readable.  You will be expected to post evidence of your reading in Google
Classroom.  You may use any reading guides posted by your teacher if that is easiest, but evidence could
also be a picture of your text with post-it notes/annotations, flash cards, your own note system - just show
you have interacted with your text. ALL Reading Guides, or equivalent, must be completed before the
test to be eligible for a test retake.

(2) Chapter Homework:  Expect homework every night.  It will be checked daily day for completion and
effort, but the final due date for each unit’s homework is the day before the test.  Some items, such as
note taking guides, will be checked and graded during the unit as well.  Any homework submitted late (after
the Free Response unit test) will not be accepted.  Homework must be properly organized and clearly
labeled or it will be returned to you to be reorganized. You must receive at least an 80% on Homework
to be eligible for a Multiple Choice Test Retake.

(3) Projects/Activities:  These are opportunities for you to apply the statistics you are learning and expand
your understanding of the content. Some will be summative and some will be formative.

(4) Formative Quizzes and AP Prompts:  We will have more frequent, shorter classroom quizzes as well
formative practice FRQs.  Some will be done individually and some will be done in groups.  Some will be
self or peer graded and some will be graded by the teacher.  Some will will be used in grade calculations
and some will not.

(5) Unit Tests:  Our Unit Tests and Final will have both Multiple Choice and Free Response questions to
prepare you for the AP Exam.  The Multiple Choice portion of the unit test will sometimes be separate from
the FR and occur a few days before the end of the unit. The MC can be retaken but only if an 80% is
earned on unit homework and you have submitted proof of reading the textbook.  The Free
Response test will be scored using the AP-style 4 point scale/rubric and then converted into a more
useable grade. The FR unit test cannot be retaken. You will be provided with the relevant official
College Board tables and formula pages for all assessments.  All tests will be timed similar to the AP exam.

(6) MC Test Retakes:  Retakes will be offered on only the Multiple Choice Skills Tests.  To be eligible for a MC
test retake, your Reading Guides (in Google Classroom) and Homework (at least 80% or better) must be
completed and posted prior to the test as listed above.  You will also be required to fill out the Reflections
on the back of your Learning Target forms as well as complete any additional tasks required by yur teacher.

(7) AP Review Unit:  We will complete an approximately one week review unit in December prior to our final.
As the class progresses you will keep a binder/folder of all materials from the class that you can use as
your study materials in the Spring.  The goal is to have you leave this class in December with all of your
review material organized and ready to go when you get ready to take the AP Exam in May.  This will be 20
points of HW at the end of review week in December.

(8) Finals:  At the end of the term we will have a cumulative Final that will be a version of an actual AP Exam.
It will be timed as per the actual test and take place over a few days.

(9) Spring Review:  There will be 3-4 review sessions by topic to be held during FlexTime during the Spring.
Make sure you join the class Remind account so I can send you more info in the Spring.  Since you will no
longer officially be my students in the PowerSchool system come Spring, Remind will be the only way I can
reach you.

(10) AP Exam: We encourage everyone to take the AP Exam in May.  The cost is approximately $100 but
students are not required to take the exam.



The following is a breakdown of what each semester will be comprised of (The Midterm split may end
up looking different from this depending on timing):

Semester 1: Semester 2:
Unit 1: Exploring One-Variable Data Unit 5: Sampling Distributions
Unit 2: Exploring Two-Variable Data Unit 6: Inference for Categorical Data: Proportions
Unit 3: Collecting Data Unit 7: Inference for Categorical Data: Means
Unit 4: Probability Units 8/9: Inference for Categorical Data: Chi-Square & Slopes
Midterm:  Minute to Win It Project Review Unit

Final:  Full Length AP Exam

Cheating: Cheating includes, but is not limited to, the following:  Copying another student’s test or assignment
answers, printing and/or photocopying another student’s work, copying materials from media sources
(plagiarism) without proper documentation, using unauthorized notes or calculators during a test, and having
any phones, chromebooks, and/or smart watches visible while tests are out.  This includes the periods of time
when tests are being taken and when they are being reviewed by the class after they are graded.  All parties
involved will receive an F/0 on the assignment, a deduction in Citizenship grade, a conference with your
parents and Admin, and a mark in your permanent record.

Citizenship and Behavior: School and District policies will be enforced.  We will be an inclusive classroom
and bullying of any kind will not be tolerated.  Students and the teacher will be expected to treat each other
with respect.

Late/Absent Work: This class will include notes and activities not in your textbook (just like college!) so
attendance is critical.  If you are absent, you are expected to make the effort to check Google Classroom to
see what you missed.  Notes from the Promethean Board and/or PowerPoints from class will be posted after
school.  Being absent is NOT an excuse for having a missing homework assignment at the end of the unit.
Late work will be accepted for half credit and only until the 2nd day after the Unit Test.  I also recommend
getting the phone numbers of several reliable classmates to contact in case you do miss a class.

Tardy Policy: Vista’s tardy policy will be enforced in this classroom.  Refer to Student Hand Book for details.

PowerSchool: PowerSchool is the official gradebook. I try to update grades in PowerSchool as often as
possible or needed.

Extra Help: I strongly urge you to form study/HW groups – your classmates are your best resource.  You will
take all tests including the AP Exam on your own, but the process of working through a problem with
classmates is a key way to prepare for those tests and most college students find study groups to be a key
element for success in college coursework.  Also PLEASE utilize FlexTime to follow up with me on small
questions before they become big issues.

AP Classroom: During the first week of school you will register for AP Classroom.  This is where we will do a
lot of our formative quizzes.  It is also the first of 2 steps required for registering for the AP Exam.  There are a
lot of great study resources in AP Classroom, including amazing review videos that are a great tool for
when you are absent and for when you are studying in the Spring for the AP Exam.

My Contact information: cdelgrande@fcusd.org

Print Student Name: _____________________ Student Signature: ____________________ Date: ______

Print Parent Name: _____________________   Parent Signature: ____________________   Date: ______

Also please complete the Google Form posted in Google Classroom so I can collect a little more
information about you.

mailto:cdelgrande@fcusd.org

